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Does Your Home Check Out for Electrical Safety?

Arlington, Va. - Before you leave home in the morning, you run through a mental
checklist: Keys? Check! Lights? Check! Blinds? Check!

But most Americans have never thought about running through a checklist that could
save them from electrocution or electrical fire: an electrical safety checklist.

May is National Electrical Safety Month. As its sponsor, the Electrical Safety
Foundation International (ESFI) has created a free, downloadable checklist covering
electrical issues that may arise inside your home.

Covering every room from the kitchen to the basement, the checklist guides users
through their homes’ electrical systems via a series of questions and suggested action
items. Do your lights flicker when you turn on the vacuum cleaner? Engage a licensed
electrician to determine if your home has enough electrical circuits. Are you
protected from electrocution that can result from electricity interacting with water?
Conduct a monthly test of the ground fault circuit interrupter (GFCI) outlets in the
kitchen and bathroom.

To download ESFI’s Indoor Electrical Safety Checklist, go to
http://www.esfi.org/home/indoor.pdf .
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Founded in 1994 through a joint effort between Underwriters Laboratories Inc. (UL), the U.S. Consumer Product
Safety Commission (CPSC) and the National Electrical Manufacturers Association (NEMA), the Electrical Safety
Foundation International (ESFI) is North America's only non-profit organization dedicated exclusively to promoting
electrical safety in the home and workplace. ESFI is a 501(c)(3) organization funded by electrical manufacturers
and distributors, independent testing laboratories, utilities, safety and consumer groups, and trade and labor
associations. ESFI sponsors National Electrical Safety Month each May, and engages in public education campaigns
and proactive media relations to help reduce property damage, personal injury and death due to electrical

accidents. The Foundation does not engage in code or standard writing or lobbying and does not solicit individuals.

For additional electrical safety information, visit the Foundation's Web site at www.electrical-safety.org or call 703-
841-3229.
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